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Iowa Grocers Leading New Statewide Plastic Bag Recycling Project
Build with Bags program being unveiled at the 2009 Iowa State Fair

DES MOINES, Iowa – The three R’s of recycling are about to get expanded.

Beginning Friday, August 14, grocers across the state of Iowa will begin driving forward a new program that has a target goal of increasing the recycling rate of plastic bags. Combined with this objective, Iowans will be introduced to a new, fourth dimension in the reduce-reuse-recycle theory being implemented with the program – reimburse.

The innovative project, which was unveiled at the 2009 Iowa State Fair during the Best Bagger Contest, will operate under the name Build with Bags. Its main purposes will be to double the number of plastic bags recycled by Iowa grocers within the next two years and to help convert plastic bags into recycled products for schools and parks.

“The Build with Bags program has been in the making for a number of months, and the key contributors to the program feel confident in what it can become,” said Iowa Grocery Industry Association President Jerry Fleagle. “It’s going to be different from what grocery stores have done individually in the past to encourage plastic bag recycling. Build with Bags will be focused on informing consumers about the benefits of recycling and showing them exactly how rewarding it can be for their communities.”

The Iowa Grocery Industry Association and its participating members are partnered together on the program with Keep Iowa Beautiful, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and Metro Waste Authority. All four organizations have collectively devised the Build with Bags program to get it off the ground.

Build with Bags has a backbone that is comprised of four main goals: 1) Double the number of plastic bags recycled over the next 24 months; 2) Reduce the consumption of plastic bags; 3) Increase the use of reusable bags; and 4) Develop and administer a grant program to aid schools and parks in purchasing products made of recycled plastic bags.

Each partnering sponsor of the program will play a critical role in achieving these four goals. But the dominant force behind Build with Bags will be the grocers operating in communities all across Iowa. They will be the every day voice of the program and the most important factor in communicating and informing consumers about the specific benefits of recycling plastic bags or choosing reusable bags.

–  more  –

“People have a real sense of loyalty to their grocery stores, especially in smaller communities,” Fleagle said. “If the stores they trust and know are promoting the Build with Bags program and the recycling of plastic bags or use of reuasbles, it shouldn’t be long before the general public starts showing a long-term interest in supporting this initiative.”

With the necessary support and participation from the public will come rewards for Iowa’s schools and parks. Through the development of a grant program, Build with Bags will provide contributions to qualifying facilities looking to buy recycled plastic playground equipment, benches and tables. This will further encourage the use of recycled materials and display the benefits of recycling plastic bags.

Consumer involvement will also make the other three goals of the program reachable, giving Build with Bags the ability to enhance the future of Iowa and its people for decades to come.

“This program has the opportunity to affect some real change in people’s lives, and we’re all extremely happy to be a part of it,” Fleagle said.

–  end  –

About Build with Bags

The Build with Bags Program is a cooperative effort of the Iowa Grocery Industry Association, Keep Iowa Beautiful, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and Metro Waste Authority. Over the course of several months, representatives of each of these organizations witnessed focus groups convened to discuss shopping bag issues and then met to develop a program aimed at demonstrating how Iowa grocers could help to reduce the environmental impact of shopping bags. In addition to reducing the environmental footprint of shopping bags, the goal of the group was also to provide an effective alternative to plastic bag bans and the unintended consequences that often result from bans and other related regulatory efforts.

About the Iowa Grocery Industry Association

The Iowa Grocery Industry Association is a state trade association that represents the food industry, including chain and independent supermarkets, convenience stores, mass merchandisers, wholesalers, brokers, manufacturers and distributors. Founded in 1899, the IGIA has long served as a resource to its members, the food industry and the general public through education, legislative, partnership and philanthropic programs. Headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa, the IGIA can be found online at www.iowagrocers.com.









