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Build with Bags School Recycling Challenge to Kick Off in Metro Area Schools
Iowa Grocers, Metro Waste Authority team up to stress importance of recycling to elementary schools

DES MOINES, Iowa – The Iowa Grocery Industry Association and Metro Waste Authority are teaming up for the Build with Bags School Recycling Challenge this fall, a partnership to help teach kids about our environment and promote the recycling of plastic shopping bags. The five-week competition begins Monday, October 4, for the 30 Des Moines metro area elementary schools participating in the challenge.
The program, in its fourth year, will challenge elementary school students in the greater Des Moines area to recycle plastic shopping bags while also challenging the schools to get residents to use reusable shopping bags instead of plastic. In return, the Iowa Grocery Industry Association and Metro Waste Authority will furnish a $100 store gift card to each school that collects at least 100 pounds of recycled shopping bags and receives credit for 100 reusable bags. Winning schools will be determined by the combined total weight of the plastic bags recycled and the credit for the use of reusable bags.

The top schools in each size bracket will receive a piece of outdoor furniture, such as a park bench or picnic table, made from recycled plastic. The winners will be announced on Monday, November 15, as part of America Recycles Day. Every week the results from each school will be posted online at www.mwatoday.com, so schools can see their progress and where they stand compared to their competition.

“A program like this is a win for everyone, and the grocery industry is extremely proud to be a leader in it,” said Jerry Fleagle, president of the IGIA. “IGIA retail members have long been advocates for recycling plastic bags, and the Build with Bags School Recycling Challenge has helped immensely in drawing a connection to recycling with consumers and their families.”

Tom Hadden, executive director of Metro Waste Authority continued, “Last year, schools recycled 429,000 plastic shopping bags. This program is a hand’s on way to educate our communities about the importance of recycling. We are excited about the response and interest we have already received from area schools this year.”

All 30 schools were provided a set of recycling boxes and bags by Atlantic Coca-Cola Bottling Company to collect and return their plastic shopping bags for recycling. The schools will also receive reusable bag credits whenever grocery shoppers present a Build with Bags Key Tag when checking out. The key tags, sponsored by SHAZAM, have a unique barcode for each school in the challenge that will apply one bag credit to the specified school for each reusable bag used in the customer’s purchase.

###

About the Iowa Grocery Industry Association

The Iowa Grocery Industry Association is a state trade association that represents the food industry, including chain and independent supermarkets, convenience stores, mass merchandisers, wholesalers, brokers, manufacturers and distributors. Founded in 1899, the IGIA has long served as a resource to its members, the food industry and the general public through education, legislative, partnership and philanthropic programs. Headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa, the IGIA can be found online at www.iowagrocers.com.

About Metro Waste Authority
Metro Waste Authority is an award-winning regional government agency that manages the Metro Park East Landfill, the Metro Park West Landfill, the Metro Compost Center, the Metro Recycling Center, the Metro Transfer Station and the Regional Collection Center for Household Hazardous Materials. MWA also coordinates recycling programs for its member communities and is a leader in many environmental issues in central Iowa. Metro Waste Authority is self-funded through fees charged to those who use the landfill and its other services. The agency does not receive tax dollars.

About Build with Bags

Build with Bags is a cooperative effort of the Iowa Grocery Industry Association, Keep Iowa Beautiful, Metro Waste Authority and Iowa Department of Natural Resources. Over the course of several months, representatives of each of these organizations witnessed focus groups convened to discuss plastic bag issues and then met to develop a program aimed at demonstrating how Iowa grocers could help to reduce the environmental impact of plastic bags. In addition to reducing the environmental footprint of plastic bags, the goal of the group was also to provide an effective alternative to plastic bag bans and the unintended consequences that often result from bans and other related regulatory efforts. More information can be found at www.itseasytorecycle.com.
